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A message from the superintendent 
 Because I know that time is a precious commodity, I am grateful 
that you are sharing some of your time with me. Thank you for choosing to 
take a few moments to look through this, my second annual report to the 
citizens of Fauquier County. 
 I hope you know what a truly wonderful school division this 
county has. The students and the employees – from teachers to bus drivers 
– do exemplary work every day. As a citizen of Fauquier County, you should 
be especially proud of our young people and their amazing 
accomplishments; this report will highlight some of their endeavors in 
school year 2013-2014. I am sure you will join me in the sense of pride 
their achievements bring. 
 The administration, teachers and staff of Fauquier County Public 
Schools strive daily to help our students grow into the kind of adults our 
community, or any community, might desire – well-rounded citizens who 
are able to relate, communicate, collaborate and reach their potential. I 
personally thank you for your support of our efforts. 
 It is a blessing to serve as the superintendent of this superb 
school division. Thank you for the privilege. 

 David Jeck, Ed.D. 
Division Superintendent 



Applause 
Please 
FCPS STUDENTS AND 
STAFF DESERVE IT! 

Highlighted on the following pages 
are examples of the remarkable 
achievements of our students and 
staff in School Year 2013-2014.  



Perfect Score  
Kettle Run High School senior Justin 
Hoelscher earned a perfect score 
on the ACT college readiness 
assessment; on average less than 
one-tenth of one percent of 
students who take the ACT earn a 
perfect score. 

National AP Scholars 
Four students were named National 
AP Scholars based on scores on 
Advanced Placement (AP) exams:  
• Jordan Evans and William Stribling, 

Fauquier HS 
• Mollie Rodgers, Kettle Run HS 
• Luke Morrison, Liberty HS 



Blue Ribbon School 
For the first time in the six-year history of Kettle Run 
High School, the Virginia Music Educators  
Association bestowed “Blue Ribbon School” honors 
on the school’s music department. To earn the 
distinction, the wind ensemble, the mixed choir and 
the chamber orchestra each had to earn a 
“Superior” rating in the same year. 



Blue Star High Schools 
The educational nonprofit organization Working 
in Support of Education (WISE) named all three 
FCPS high schools “Blue Star Schools” for 
achieving a 75 percent pass rate on the Financial 
Literacy Certification Test. Fewer than 200 high 
schools nationwide were named Blue Star 
Schools. Fauquier High School was ranked 
among the 100 Best “WISE” high schools 
teaching personal finance in the nation in 2013, 
thanks to its students’ average passing rate of 81 
percent, ranking the school 47th out of 100. 

National Merit Semifinalist 
Kamran Pirasteh, a senior at Liberty High School, 
was named a semifinalist in the 2014 National 
Merit Scholarship Program.  



Ember Skirsky, a sixth-grader at 
Marshall Middle School, was one of 10 
winners in a nationwide essay contest 
sponsored by School Band and 
Orchestra magazine. Her essay was 
selected from several thousand entries 
throughout the United States. 

National Essay Contest Winner 

Trophy Class Ranking  
Fauquier High School’s yearbook The Eyrie and newspaper The 
Falconer both received the Virginia High School League’s highest 
ranking of Trophy Class. The Falconer was one of only 33 print 
newspapers to receive a Crown Award, the highest recognition 
given by the Columbia Scholastic Press Association. 



State Honorable Mention 
A team of five Kettle Run High School students in 
Shelly Norden’s film analysis class received one of 
three honorable mentions in the Virginia School 
Boards Association’s student video contest. 

Regional Runner-Up 
Kyra Holland, a sixth-
grader at Marshall Middle 
School, won the FCPS 
spelling bee and advanced 
to the regional spelling 
bee in Fredericksburg 
where she survived 26 
rounds to become the 
regional runner-up. 



Post’s Journalism Program 
Three FCPS high school students were selected 
to participate in The Washington Post Young 
Journalists Development Program: 
• Kettle Run sophomore Catie Harper and 

Fauquier senior Abby Seitz participated in a 
16-week sports writing mentorship program. 

• Kettle Run senior Abby Duker participated in 
the nine-week Urban Journalism Workshop 
for the third year in a row. 

State Winner in Art 
Maria Cruz, an eighth-grader at 
Taylor Middle School, was the state 
winner in the Virginia Youth Art 
Month flag design competition.  



HOSA State Winners 
Fauquier High School health and medical 
students Brittany Himes, Aimee Grambo and 
Brooklyn Russick qualified at the Health and 
Occupations Students of America state 
competition to advance to national competition. 

DECA State Winners 
Four Fauquier High School students – 
Hayley Waleska, Bailey Culver, Allison 
Cherundolo and D.J. Jones – qualified at 
the state level for national DECA 
competition. 



National TSA Competition 
Kettle Run High School senior Joey Baier 
qualified for national TSA competition by taking 
first place in the state in the 3D computer-aided 
design (CAD) engineering competition at the 
Technosphere State Conference. Sophomore 
Jonathan Thibodeau from Liberty High School 
took second in the state in architectural 2D CAD. 
Kettle Run junior August Lutkehus and 
sophomore Patrick Kimball took second in the 
technical problem-solving competition. 

Virginia National Geographic Bee 
Eighth-grade students Andrew Boaz from Cedar Lee Middle 
School and Jared Adkins from Taylor Middle School were semi-
finalists eligible to compete in the 2014 Virginia National 
Geographic Bee. To become semi-finalists, they earned two of 
the top 100 scores in the state. 



Regional Science & 
Engineering Fair 
Fifty-one students participated 
in the first Fauquier County 
Regional Science & Engineering 
Fair, most of whom had first 
excelled at a school-level fair in 
order to advance. 
 

Senior division winners were 
• Hannah Small, MVGS/KRHS, 1st 
• Abby Duker, MVGS/KRHS, 2nd 

• Sabrina Ferrero, MVGS/KRHS, 3rd   
• Kamran Pirasteh, MVGS/LHS, 

honorable mention. 



Junior Division 
 

Second-place winner in the junior 
division of the first Fauquier County 
Regional Science & Engineering Fair, 
was Joseph Rowell, seventh-grader 
from Marshall Middle School. 

 

First in the State 
Fauquier High School automotive technology student 
Kyle Pinelli finished first in the state in the motorcycle 
service technology competition in the 2014 Ford/AAA 
Student Auto Skills Contest. He qualified to represent 
the state of Virginia in the motorcycle service 
technology competition at the Skills USA National 
Leadership and Skills Conference. 



Tenth at Globals 
A combined Liberty/Fauquier High 
School team placed second in the 
state in Destination Imagination 
creative problem-solving 
competition and qualified for Global 
Finals where the team placed tenth. 

Space Scholars 
Five rising juniors were accepted into the 
weeklong Virginia Space Coast Scholars 
Summer Academy at NASA Wallops Flight 
Facility, and seven students were selected to 
attend the Virginia Aerospace Science and 
Technology Scholars program at NASA Langley 
Research Center in Hampton. 
 



State Poster Contest Winners 
Two Fauquier High School students were selected 
winners in the Commonwealth of Virginia’s 
“Virginia is for Givers” art poster contest. Samantha 
Kintzer won third place, and MacKenzie McDaniel-
Neff won honorable mention. 



Applause Please 
for our 
outstanding 
principals, 
teachers & staff! 



Outstanding Teacher 
Pam Graves, fifth-grade teacher at 
Brumfield Elementary School, was 
selected as The Washington Post’s 2014 
Agnes Meyer Outstanding Teacher of the 
Year for Fauquier County. 

Distinguished Leader 
Judy Williams, principal of Grace Miller 
Elementary School, was selected as 
The Washington Post’s 2014 
Distinguished Educational Leader for 
Fauquier County. 



Applause Please 
Other Nominees for the 2014 

Agnes Meyer Outstanding 
Teacher Award 

Karen Perryman 
Pierce ES 

Jim O’Brokta 
Liberty HS 

Jennifer Armstrong 
Thompson ES 

Caitlin Scott 
Auburn MS 

Haf Corbin 
Cedar Lee MS 

David Smith 
Fauquier HS 

Jared Zangari 
Taylor MS 

Tony Dandrea 
Warrenton MS Leslie Bailey 

Miller ES 

Allison Graves 
Smith ES  

Bill Davidson 
Kettle Run HS 



All-Star Teacher 
Chad Wright, history and social science teacher at 
Kettle Run High School, was named one of 90 finalists 
in the “Target Presents PEOPLE All-Star Teachers” 
campaign which celebrates remarkable teachers who 
impact the lives of their students and communities. 
He was nominated by a former student. 

Award of Excellence 
The FCPS coordinator of 
information was one of six in the 
nation to receive an Award of 
Excellence in the writing category 
of the National School Public 
Relations Association’s Publications 
and Electronic Media Contest. 



Classified Employees  
‘Tree Award’ Winners 

Barbara Horton 
Bus Driver 

Paul Cocuzza 
Bus Driver 

Mary Blake 
Head Custodian 

Steve Wines 
Head Custodian 

Joyce Mumaw 
Cafeteria Manager 

Sherill Henning 
Cafeteria Manager 

Catherine McCoy 
Special Ed Assistant 

Samantha Carter 
Bus Aide 

Cindy Mills 
Budget Analyst 

Martha Janoskie  
Secretary 



Way To Go, School Division! 
• Fauquier High School ribbon-cutting 

in November 2013 
• Nine-page feature in Geo Outlook, 

official publication of the 
International Ground Source Heat 
Pump Association, entitled 
“Fauquier High Moves to 
Geothermal” 

• $3,500 grant from the Dominion 
Foundation for outdoor education 

• $42,900 School Security Equipment 
grant 

• Camp Moss Hollow, a summer camp 
experience for approximately 75 
rising fifth-graders, featured in the 
Virginia School Boards Association’s 
18th annual Showcases for Success 
directory  

 
 
 
 



Way To Go, Schools! 
Ritchie Elementary School was one of 136 
schools in Virginia to earn the Board of 
Education (BOE) Distinguished Achievement 
Award in the Virginia Index of Performance 
Awards for meeting all state and federal 
benchmarks and making progress toward 
the goals of the governor and the BOE. 
  
Liberty High School was one of 71 schools out 
of 300 to receive the “Stay in the Game 
Award” for no player or coach ejections in any 
sport throughout the school year. LHS also 
received the National Athletic Trainers’ 
Association Safe Sports School Award which 
recognizes secondary schools that provide safe 
environments for student athletes. 

 
 



Art State Award 
The FCPS art department received the 
Virginia Art Education Association’s 
“Grand Award” honoring its 
accomplishments in Youth Art Month 
programs. En route to the state 
award, FCPS won the Award of 
Excellence for the Blue Ridge region. 



Data, Data, Data 
 

College Readiness 
The SAT and the ACT are two widely accepted 
national comprehensive exams that colleges 
use in their admissions process to measure 
students’ college readiness. Both exams test 
students in reading, math and writing; ACT 
adds a science component. 

ACT Average Scores 
(Results reported on a scale of 1 to 36) 

2013-2014 Composite Score 

FCPS Virginia USA 

23.2 22.8 21.0 

SAT Average Scores 
(Results reported on a scale of 600 to 2400) 

2013-2014 Composite Score 

FCPS Virginia USA 

1549 1520 1471 

Federal Annual 
Measurable Objectives 
Under federal requirements, Virginia 
must establish annual measurable 
objectives for proficiency in reading 
and mathematics. The chart below 
provides the percentage of students 
passing in those areas in 2013-2014 – 
at the division level and the state level 
– as well as in other core subject areas. 

FAMO FCPS State 

English 76 74 

Math 74 74 

Writing 78 75 

History 86 84 

Science 83 80 



Graduation 
 

State Graduation Rate 
The FCPS On-Time Graduation Rate is the percentage of first-
time ninth-graders who earned a Board of Education-approved 
diploma within four years.  

2013 Cohort (Four Years) 

FCPS State 

89% 85% 

Class of 2014 

FCPS State 

93.8% 89.9% 

Per Pupil Expenditures 
Per Pupil Expenditures (PPE) measure a 
school division’s disbursements by 
category and by ranking among 132 school 
divisions state-wide, as shown below. 

Fiscal Year 2013 PPE 

Disbursements Instruction Administration 

52nd  23rd  78th  



Students 
As of June 30, 2014 

 

Enrollment:  11,244 
Race: 
• White:  79.3% 
• Black/African American:  9.2% 
• Asian:  2.0% 
• American Indian:  1.8% 
• Hawaiian:  0.3% 
• Two or more races:  7.4% 
Ethnicity: 
• Hispanic:  11.3% 
Discipline:  0.6% 
English Language Learners:  4.6% 
Gifted and Talented Services:  15 % 
Industry Certifications:  443 taken, 369 
      passed 
Special Education Services:  11.7% 
Subsidized Meal Participants: 24.82% 
Transportation: 7,683 students on 164 
routes which included 2,984 bus stops 
and 3.1 million miles traveled 
 

For more detailed reports visit 
www.doe.virginia.gov 

 
 

Employees 
As of June 30, 2014 

 

Number of Classified:  750 
Number of Certified:  1,005 
Number of Full-Time Teachers:  828 
• Special Education:  130 
• National Board Certified:  21 
• Master’s Degree or Higher:  487 
Turnover Rate (percentage of staff 
who leave the division each year for a 
variety of reasons): 
• Teachers:  6% 
• Principals:  13% 
• Other Certified: 

• Guidance:  3% 
• Psychologists:  50% 

• Bus Drivers/Aides:  11% 
• Custodians:  10% 
• Health:  15% 
• Food Service:  17% 
• Instructional Assistants:  9% 
• Office Workers:  4% 
 



Standard 2M of the Standards of 
Quality for public schools in Virginia 
stipulates that the school division must 
report to the public the actual 
pupil/teacher ratio in elementary 
classrooms for the current school year. 
This ratio includes fulltime classroom 
teachers and cannot include resource 
personnel. As of Sept. 30, 2014, this 
ratio is as follows : 
Bradley:  19:1 
Brumfield:  21:1 
Coleman:  20:1 
Greenville:  20:1 
Miller:  19: 1 
Pearson:  23:1 
Pierce:  22:1 
Ritchie:  17:1 
Smith:  19:1 
Thompson:  21:1 
Walter:  19:1 

Standard 2M further requires that the 
school division report pupil/teacher 
ratio with all resource and teacher 
personnel included. Resource 
personnel are teachers of art, music, 
health and physical education, speech, 
technology and special education; 
reading and math specialists; 
librarians; psychologists; 
diagnosticians; and counselors. This 
ratio follows, as reported in the State 
Superintendent’s Annual Report on the 
Virginia Department of Education 
website as of November 2014. 
Pupil/Teacher Ratio K-7:  17:1 
Pupil/Teacher Ratio 8-12:  10:1 

 
 

FCPS Pupil-Teacher Ratios 
 



• 92% said they had a positive learning experience in high school 
• 85% found students at their high school accepting of diverse races, religions, nationalities, 

lifestyles and abilities 
• 83% rated the level of communication between faculty and students as satisfactory 
• 84% felt staff cared about them 
• 92% felt teachers were available for assistance with academic concerns 
• 97% felt teachers were knowledgeable about the subject taught 
• 97% felt teachers held high expectations for quality work 
• 92% felt their high school provided a strong foundation in the use of technology 
• 98% felt their high school provided a safe learning environment 
• 85% felt rules were enforced consistently and fairly 
• 88% felt teachers and/or counselors were helpful in the selection of a plan to follow after 

graduation 
• 94% felt their high school facilities (buildings and equipment) were adequate to meet their 

needs 
• 93% felt their high school was clean, orderly and well maintained 
• 95% rated their overall educational experience in high school as positive 
 

Class of 2014: Senior Exit Survey 
 



FCPS 
Operating 

Budget 
 

Revenues 

Expenditures 



Forward March! 
• Excellence in Education is now officially doing business as Fauquier Excellence in Education Foundation 

with a board consisting of seasoned and new members.  The Foundation is moving forward with fresh 
fund-raising ideas and looks forward to providing educational opportunities in and out of the classroom. 
 

• The Fauquier County Regional Science & Engineering Fair will be held Saturday, March 14, 2015, in the 
Fauquier High School cafeteria. Visit www.FauquierScienceFair.com for more information. 

  
• In the fourth year of the five-year FCPS Aspirations 2015 Strategic Plan, 62 of the 132 action plans (or 

47%) are complete; another 12 are in progress. Going forward, administration will work this year on the 
process that will guide the development of the next five-year (2015-2020) strategic plan to include 
community involvement in providing input on the objectives as well as feedback on the proposed plan. 
For more detailed information visit the Budget and Planning page on the school division website at this 
link: http://www.fcps1.org/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectionid=1098. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

• The Fauquier Outdoor Lab is now ready for students to visit.  The roof is 
fixed, the grounds have been cleaned up, the bathrooms have been 
made ADA accessible, Wi-Fi is now available, and SOL curriculum 
offerings for grades K-8 are in place.  Contact Pam Pulver (540.422.7003) 
for more details.  

 

http://www.fauquiersciencefair.com/
http://www.fcps1.org/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectionid=1098
http://www.fcps1.org/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectionid=1098


Forward March! 
• Southeastern Alternative School’s annual Project-Based Learning Symposium – entitled “What’s Your 

Story?” – will be held Wednesday, March 11, 2015 from 10 a.m. – noon. This is an opportunity for 
students, parents, community members and staff to experience the hands-on activities and projects 
developed throughout the 2014-2015 school year while exploring answers to the year’s essential 
question: “What’s Your Story? What have I done, what am I doing now, and where am I going?” 
 

• The annual Instructional Showcase celebrates the best practices of teachers in Fauquier County Public 
Schools. Teachers model and share their best practices with colleagues in approximately 40 classes 
attended by over 200 FCPS teachers. The 2015 Showcase, which will focus on engaging students in all 
curriculums using science, technology, engineering and mathematics, or STEM, will be held on Saturday, 
April 18 at Fauquier High School. 

 
  • Since STEM education is a priority for FCPS, we have adopted the 

“Engineering is Elementary” program from the Museum of Science in 
Boston.  Each classroom in grades K-5 is participating in a different 
STEM unit ending in an engineering design challenge.  The teachers are 
being trained by grade level and have kits available to them with 

resources and supplies for their challenges.  
 



A final round of applause 
for our students and staff 
in School Year 2013-2014 


